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Leader Transitions 
Beshears Installed as Blessing -Rieman 
College of Nursing and Health  

QUINCY, IL ðBrenda Beshears was 
installed April 29 as the first president of 
Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences since the school 
expanded its name and its focus. 

"It is what we do and who we are," 
Beshears said of the name change that 
added health sciences to its teaching 
emphasis. 

Blessing-Rieman College has been 
around for 125 years, but Beshears said 
the core goal remains the same. 

Karin Baughman, a Quincy native and 
nursing instructor at Crowder College in 
Neosho, Mo., was the keynote speaker 
at the ceremony. She was a nursing 
instructor at Hannibal-LaGrange       
University when Beshears was earning 
her bachelor's degree. Baughman     
described Beshears as happy, even 
joyful. Yet she said challenges have 
made Beshears passionate about her 
work. 

"We get the best from Brenda every day 
because of the grit and determination 
she has," Baughman said. 

Beshears joined the college in 1991 as 
a faculty member and became          
academic dean in 2007. 

Beshears described 
herself as a servant 
leader and said the 
college has an    
amazing team of    
faculty and staff. 

Blessing-Rieman   
offers its four-year 
bachelor of science in 
nursing degree 
through joint programs 
with partners Culver-
Stockton College and 
Quincy University. 
Students take nursing 
courses and partici-
pate in clinical experi-
ences at Blessing-
Rieman, and take general education 
courses at the partner colleges where 
they are enrolled. 

Beshears said Blessing-Rieman's name 
is known coast to coast. 

"We like to have at least 60 percent of 
our graduates stay in our area. That 
other 40 percent goes to California,  
Minnesota, Texas. One of our graduates 
is going to Houston, Texas, and her 
starting job will be in one of the      
transplant units," Beshears said. 

National figures show that 1.2 million 
nurses will be needed by 2022. 

Lucinda Awerkamp-McClain, chairman 
of the college board of trustees,        
presented Beshears with the presiden-
tial medallion. She laughed and assured 
Beshears that she would not tip over 
because of the weight of the medallion. 

Several graduates from the class of 
2006 attended the installation ceremony 
at Madison Park Christian Church. 

Brenda Beshears, second from left, is congratulated by faculty, 
family and friends after she was inaugurated as president and 
chief executive officer of Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing 
and Health Sciences during a ceremony Saturday, April 29, 
2016, at Madison Park Christian Church. Beshears is the first 
president of the nursing school, which has been in existence 
since 1891. | H-W Photo/Phil Carlson  
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Leader Transitions 

Dr. Richard Lloyd Named President of Bryan College of Health Sciences; 
Moore Retires  

LINCOLN, NEðDr. 
Richard Lloyd has 
been named President 
of Bryan College of 
Health Sciences. He 
began July 1 and suc-
ceeded Marilyn Moore, 
EdD, who retired from 
her position as president 
June 30. 

ñOur search was led by Dr. Georgianne 
Mastera, immediate past chair of the   
College Board, and with her guidance we 
have selected an outstanding president,ò 
said Erin Pemberton, current Bryan     
College of Health Sciences Board Chair. 

ñWe are delighted to welcome Rich back 
to Nebraska and know that the Collegeôs 
mission is secure in the hands of this   
visionary leader.ò 

Dr. Lloyd is originally from Nebraska, 
where he grew up in Hastings and earned 
his undergraduate degree in English from 
Hastings College. He earned an MA from 
Emporia State University in Emporia,  
Kansas, and a PhD in English from the 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln. Dr. Lloyd 
served as a member of the English faculty 
at Hastings College for more than twenty 
years. While there, he assumed positions 
of increasing leadership responsibility, 
including Vice President for Academic 

Affairs, Dean of the Faculty and Vice 
President for College Initiatives. For the 
past four years he has served as the Pres-
ident of the College of Saint Joseph, in 
Rutland, Vermont. 

Dr. Marilyn Moore became the third Presi-
dent of Bryan College of Health Sciences 
in September 2012, after retiring from her 
leadership role with Lincoln Public 
Schools. ñWe are grateful for Marilynôs 
years of leadership of our College and are 
thrilled that she will continue on with the 
College as an adjunct faculty member, 
teaching a leadership course in the doc-
toral program this fall,ò said Pemberton.  

Carolinas College of Health Sciences Names New President:  
Dr. Hampton Hopkins  

CHARLOTTE, NCð
After 22 years of   
service, Dr. Ellen 
Sheppard retired 
June 30. When Dr. 
Sheppard joined  
Carolinas College of 
Health Sciences as 
its second president, 
it offered just one 

program: nursing. Today it enrolls   
students in 12 different credit and non-
credit   programs, all directly related to    
Carolinas HealthCare Systemôs  cur-
rent and anticipated  workforce needs. 

T. Hampton Hopkins, EdD, was       
selected as the new College president. 
Dr. Hopkins has served as the dean of 
student affairs and enrollment manage-
ment at Carolinas College since 2001. 
He became the third president of the 
College when he assumed the role 
June 12.  

Dr. Hopkins has more than 22 years of 
experience in higher education in    
various student affairs leadership    
positions with the University of North 
Carolina at Asheville and Pellissippi 
State Technical Community College 
(Knoxville, TN). While at Carolinas  
College, Dr. Hopkins has been instru-
mental in increasing student enrollment 
by 31 percent since 2001. He also  
created and developed student support 
services including the nationally recog-
nized student success center and 

online application, registration and 
transcript processes.  

Dr. Hopkins also serves as an adjunct 
instructor for several colleges where he 
has developed and taught courses at 
the undergraduate and graduate level, 
including strategic planning, academic 
governance, higher education law,  
research methods, student develop-
ment theory and community college     
leadership. Dr. Hopkins is the author of 
numerous professional papers and has 
presented at regional and national  
conferences more than 20 times. He is 
regularly invited to deliver professional 
presentations and consultations, work-
shops and keynote speeches. Dr.   
Hopkins earned a bachelorôs degree in 
business administration from Winthrop 
University with a concentration in mar-
keting, a masterôs degree in leadership 
studies from the University of          
Tennessee with a concentration in 
higher education administration and a 
doctorate in educational leadership 
with a concentration in educational 
research at the University of North  
Carolina at Charlotte.  

His dissertation on the development 
and validation of scores on a student 
retention survey won the UNCC        
College of Education Outstanding    
Research Proposal Design Award and 
the Legacy for Leadership Outstanding 
Dissertation Award.  

He has been active in his profession 

having served on the board of directors 
of the National Association of Student 
Personnel Administrators. He has also 
served on regional and national leader-
ship teams for the National Association 
for Campus Activities and the Associa-
tion of College Unions-International.  

Dr. Hopkins is active in the community 
currently serving on the advisory board 
for Hawthorne Academy of Health   
Sciences and having previously served 
on the board of directors of the      
Charlotte Area Education Consortium, 
the   Matthews Alive Festival and the    
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Senior Centers.  

Carolinas College of Health Sciences 
(CarolinasCollege.edu), consistently 
ranked among the best two year     
colleges in the nation, offers programs 
in many areas of health care.        
Graduates consistently exceed state 
and national certification testing bench-
marks, demonstrating their exceptional 
preparedness in careers such as   
medical laboratory science, nursing, 
radiation therapy, histology, radiologic 
technology, and surgical technology. 
The College also offers individual 
courses in the sciences and liberal arts 
as well as continuing education pro-
grams in professional skills and       
integrative medicine. Carolinas College 
offers student access to the Carolinas 
Simulation Center, a rich collection of 
high fidelity human patient simulators 
and procedural task trainers.  
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OMAHA, NEð
Dr. Tony    
Damewood   
assumed the 
role of Clarkson 
College       
President last 

summer following the transition of  
former College President, Dr. Louis 
Burgher, to President Emeritus. 

Dr. Damewood earned a B.A. degree 
in psychology from Graceland College 
in Lamoni, Iowa in 1990. After      
graduating, he worked for five years 
as the Director of Admissions and was 
also the head baseball coach at Iowa 
Wesleyan College in Mt. Pleasant, 
Iowa. His success with the baseball 

program led him to a new opportunity 
as the head coach at Bluefield College 
in Virginia. 

After four additional years of coaching 
baseball and earning his M.B.A. from 
Averett College in 1998, Mr.        
Damewood joined the Clarkson      
College community as the Director of 
Admissions. In 2001 he received a 
promotion as the Dean of Enrollment 
Management and Student Services.  

The combination of Dr. Damewoodôs 
success in this role and a restructure 
of leadership at the College in 2005 
led to his appointment as the Vice 
President of Operations. In 2014, Dr. 
Damewood earned his Ph.D. in      
Human Capital Management from 

Bellevue University. 

In his role as College President, Dr. 
Damewood attends various student-
related affairs throughout the year and 
is continuously proposing new      
strategies and ideas to further enrich 
the educational experience for     
Clarkson College students. He also 
leads a number of employee-specific 
meetings and initiatives to further   
enhance the work environment for 
College faculty and staff. 

From 2008ï2012, Dr. Damewood 
coached baseball for the Millard      
Athletic Association. He is an active 
member of his church and has        
volunteered several years as a Little 
League coach.  

Therese A. Scanlan, EdD Named President of  
Resurrection University Chicago  

Dr. Tony Damewood Named Clarkson College President  

CHICAGO, ILð
Resurrection    
University         
announced the 
Board of Directorsô 
selection of 
Therese A.     
Scanlan, EdD to 
the position of 
President of the 
University.  

Dr. Scanlan has assumed the role as 
President and will lead the charge for 
the University that has recently      
doubled enrollment in less than five 
years. Prior to the role as president 
and interim president, she served as 
Chief Operating Officer and Chief   
Financial Officer where she led a   
multitude of governance, legal,        
construction and financial initiatives 
through the Universityôs enormous 
period of growth.  

Dr. Scanlan has held significant      
positions throughout the Universityôs 
history, from the former West          
Suburban College of Nursing to what 
is now named Resurrection University. 
In 2010, the University embarked upon 

a change of control process to become 
an independent organization from the 
non-profit parent health system. In 
addition to the control process change, 
the University also relocated from Oak 
Parkôs West Suburban Hospital to  
Chicago. In December 2012, the    
University moved to its new location 
where it now stands and continues to 
grow inside the walls of Presence 
Saint Elizabeth Hospital at 1431 N. 
Claremont in Chicagoôs Wicker Park 
neighborhood. 

Dr. Scanlanôs vision for the University 
has continued into 2016 with the    
development of a new 14-room state-
of-the-art Foglia Family Foundation 
Inter-Professional Education (IPE) 
Simulation Learning Center, which 
replaces the one-room Simulation 
Learning Center that was built in 2012. 
This new center allows nursing,       
radiography and health informatics 
and information management students 
the opportunity to work collaboratively 
on interdisciplinary patient care teams 
in both colleges through didactic     
clinical, classroom and simulation   
education, which will produce        

graduates who practice patient-
centered, integrated team-based 
healthcare. 

In addition to her work at Resurrection 
University, Dr. Scanlan has held     
various administrative positions within 
different sectors of higher education 
and non-profit management. These 
positions include District Director of 
Student Revenue for the City Colleges 
of Chicago, Regional Director at the 
Council for Adult and Experiential 
Learning and Director of Financial Aid 
at both DeVry Chicago and Governors 
State University. Dr. Scanlan also was 
a faculty member in the School of    
Education at Capella University. 

Dr. Scanlan earned her Doctorate in 
Higher Education and Organizational 
Change from Benedictine University. 
She received a Masterôs degree in 
Public Administration from the        
University of Illinois at Chicago, and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics from 
St. Xavier University.  

Dr. Scanlan and her family reside in 
Chicagoôs Beverly area. She has two 
sons, one in college and one at a 
Catholic high school in Chicago.  

Leader Transitions 
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St. Johnôs College of Nursing Announces New Chancellor:  

Dr. Charlene Aaron  

SPRINGFIELD,  

ILðCollege of 
Nursing officials 
announced   
Charlene S.    
Aaron, PhD, RN, 
has been selected 
to serve as the 
new chancellor. 

Dr. Aaron most 
recently served as an assistant       
professor at Illinois State Universityôs 
Mennonite College of Nursing. She 
worked there for over a decade and 
served as the director of nursing for 
various nursing homes and retirement 
communities in Livingston County  
before that. 

She received her PhD in Nursing from 
the University of Iowa, with a           
dissertation focused on self-
management of diabetes in African 
American female caregivers of       
persons with dementia. 

She also received her MSN in nursing 
systems administration from ISU, her 
BSN from Illinois Wesleyan University, 
her diploma in nursing from Methodist 
Medical Center School of Nursing and 
her LPN license from Kankakee   
Community College. 

Dr. Aaron began as chancellor on 
June 1. President and CEO of HSHS 
Central Illinois Division, E.J. Kuiper, 
MHA, DPT, FACHE, says they are 
happy to have her. 

ñ[Dr. Aaron] is passionate about     
educating students to be great nurses 
and increasing diversity of nursing  
students and faculty members,ò Kuiper 
adds. 

This new appointment comes as the 
collegeôs outgoing chancellor, Brenda 
Jeffers, PhD, RN, retired.  

Leader Transitions 

Bellin College Names New HRSC Director  

GREEN BAY, WIðWe are excited to 
introduce Randy Cash as our new 
Health Sciences Resource Center 
(HSRC) Director.  

Randy joined Bellin College in       
November as the HSRC Faculty   
Assistant. Randy brings over six 
years of nursing experience; including 
medical-surgical, cardiac, bariatrics, 
and management/supervision. Randy 
is currently working on completing his 

MSN-Nurse Educator degree from 
Grand Canyon University where he 
also completed his BSN. Prior to 
working in the medical field the past 
10 years, Randy has received       
experience from all walks of life; from 
enlisting in the Air Force to being a 
gemologist for a jeweler.  

During his nursing career, Randy  
enjoyed the interaction he had with 
patients and educating caregivers. He 

is very passionate about healthcare         
education and helping people        
understand the signs that may lead to 
an emergency situation. In his new 
role as the HSRC Director, Randy is 
most excited to help make the best 
possible experience for students at 
Bellin College and grow the Health 
Sciences Resource Center to its   
fullest potential. 
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Nebraska Methodist College Welcomes New Leaders  
OMAHA, NEðNebraska Methodist 
College is honored to welcome Dr. 
Lori Gigliotti, Ed.D., and Dean   
Tickle, Ed.S., as the new Vice     
President of Enrollment & Student 
Success and Vice President of    
Business & Operations, respectively. 

Dr. Gigliotti began her career as an 
elementary teacher in both public and 
parochial schools. She left teaching to 
expand her professional experiences 
in business development, staffing and 
communications before ultimately  

returning to her roots at the higher 
education level, serving at Creighton 
University as the Director of        
Communications in IT, Director of  
Enrollment Services and adjunct   
faculty teaching future teachers for 
the Education Department. 

Mr. Tickle began his career as an 
English/Social Science teacher. He 
has served 17 years as a school   
administrator in the roles of activities 
director, assistant principal, middle 
level principal and superintendent.  

He has also served as a lecturer at 
the University of Nebraska-Kearney, 
teaching graduate and undergraduate 
courses on the History and            
Philosophy of Middle Level            
Education. He has served on the UNK 
Advisory Board for the College of  
Education.  He was also the PK-12 
representative on the tripartite council 
for UNK's National Network for      
Educational Renewal initiative. 

Leader Transitions 

Drinkard Named Interim Dean for Goldfarb School of Nursing  
St. Louis, MOðï 
Gretchen Drinkard, 
PhD, RN, was recently 
named interim dean 
for the Goldfarb 
School of Nursing at 
Barnes-Jewish       
College as a national 
search takes place to 

replace Michael Bleich, PhD, RN, 
FAAN who left the college at the end 
of May.  

Drinkard currently serves as the Jack 
Taylor Senior Associate Dean for  
Academic Affairs and doctorate of 
nursing practice program director. 
Prior to that, Drinkard was associate 
dean for graduate programs at    
Goldfarb.  

As a nurse educator, Drinkard has 
more than 35 years of teaching     
experience, with faculty positions held 
at University of Texas-Arlington, the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis, 

Maryville University and Southwest 
Missouri State University. 

In the interim dean role, Drinkard will 
work closely with Jean Davis, PhD, 
RN, Paul J. McKee Senior Associate 
Dean for Research and PhD program 
director, along with the rest of the 
Goldfarb leadership team to advance 
the school's mission.  

http://www.barnesjewishcollege.edu/Employee-Search-Directory/id/33
http://www.barnesjewishcollege.edu/Employee-Search-Directory/id/33

